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Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 17th May 2022 at 7.05 

pm in Church Lench Village Hall, Church Lench. 

 

Present: Cllr. Mr. Seabourne (Chair of the Parish Council), Mrs. N. Holland (Clerk), 

Mr. Burns (Community Grant Legacy Project), Jonathan Hazelwood ( Tree 

Warden) and 9 members of the public. 

 

1. Welcome: Apologies received from Dist. Cllr. Mr. Wilkinson, Mrs. Hodges 

and Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator. 

 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th May 2021.   Resolved that the 

minutes were of a correct record, duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

3. Matters arising from minutes – Nil. 

 

4. Report from Chairman of the Parish Council: Chris Seabourne.   

South Lenches Parish Council returned to face to face meetings in May 

2021.  

At the last Annual Parish Meeting our previous Chairman, Mel Shore 

announced his retirement from the council after 17 years. Mel’s outstanding 

service to the community and the council was acknowledged by all his fellow 

councillors and Mel received a small gift in recognition following a collection. 

Two new councillors were co-opted onto the Council during the year – Ros 

Abbey from Atch Lench and Les Evans from Church Lench. This means that, 

for the first time in many years, SLPC has a full quota of councillors. We 

look forward to working with our new members. 

The Council noted with sadness the passing of Jen Fletcher a former 

Councillor. Our condolences were sent to her husband Jon Fletcher (also a 

former councillor) and I attended Jen’s funeral on behalf of the council. 

Principal activities during the past twelve months have included: 

Neighbourhood Plan: Councillors Morgan Murray and Carolyn Hodges with 

some assistance have worked tirelessly to develop the plan and hope to be 

able to finish the first draft by the end of this year. This is a huge task 

requiring a lot of time and effort and we thank all those involved. 

Parish Assets: The Playground has been maintained throughout the year 

although it is now showing signs of age and some equipment will need to be 

replaced in the near future. In the meantime, we took delivery of enough 

bark to cover the entire area and to make the surface safe for children to 

play on. The village pool area has been tidied up by our contractor and now 

looks much more presentable.  

Highways: the vehicle activated road sign on Low Road has been in 
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monitored all year and there is evidence that it is having a positive effect 

on speeding motorists. Elsewhere in the parish a number of complaints have 

been made about excessive speeds and these have been passed on to West 

Mercia Police. We await further action. 

The Lenches Amphitheatre Project: Following the award of a Legacy Grant 

by Wychavon, building work began on the Amphitheatre. Progress has been 

slow due to a number of issues, including Covid, the weather and issues with 

drainage and electrical cables. Building work has recommenced in the last 

month and we expect to see tangible progress during the summer. 

Planning: There has been a steady stream of applications during the year, 

mostly of a minor nature. The council has commented when appropriate. 

Council Finances: Councillors have made some savings in expenditure during 

the year. Most notably, direct sourcing of bark material for the playground 

and a significant reduction in insurance costs. Nevertheless it was felt 

necessary to increase the Parish Precept by just over 4% due to general 

inflationary pressures and in anticipation of future costs such as playground 

equipment replacement. 

5. Community Grant Legacy Project. 

Dave Burns gave a progress report on Amphitheatre: He was reporting as 

the Chair of the Steering Group and the report focussed purely on the 

construction and timetable of the project. 

Last year I mentioned that the tender documents went out on 27th April, 

and that we were expecting to break ground in early June. This did not 

happen. The tender documents were received on 12th July 2021. The tenders 

returned were felt to be inadequate and further information was required. 

The final decision on contactor was not made until early August. 

NJN was selected as the contractor. A heads of agreement letter was sent 

and the contract was signed on 13th September. An initial start date of 27th 

September was delayed due to a previous job overrun. On 26th October 

initial excavations started. At this point it was clear that the underground 

live cable map supplied by Western Power was not accurate, and in the 

course of the excavation it was exposed. Site work had to be suspended 

until it could be made safe by rerouting the cable. This was scheduled by 

Western Power to take place on 7th December. The team tasked with this 

contracted Covid, and as a result this work was not completed by Western 

Power until 17th December 2021. As a result of these delays and very wet 

weather a variance note was issued for a 7 week project extension to NJN 

on 21st December 2021. 

 In January it became apparent that due to exceptional rainfall a 

temporary road was needed between the construction site and the spoil 

tipping area. This was built by the LSRC. Progress was delayed further by 
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very wet weather until Mid-February. During these delayed periods work 

was carried out with Structural Engineers, Architects and Building 

control to finalise specifications for the slab and retaining walls.  

 Excavation of remaining slab area, footings, and movement of spoil took 

place during April. 9 tons of Rebar was delivered in the same month and 

work took place on wiring this together ready for the shuttering. 

 In early May the shuttering was placed in order for the concrete to be 

poured. This must be done in one hit, so it has been necessary to hire a 

concrete pump at additional cost. Current completion estimate is 12-14 

weeks from completion of the slab. The slab pour is scheduled for 

tomorrow, 18th May. 

 Further design work is taking place on the building structure. 

6. County and District Councillor reports: Nil.  

7. Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator report: There is not much to report 

from the Lenches Neighbourhood Watch unfortunately. The page has a 

reasonable following but we receive no input from the Police and any updates 

tend to be shared from the neighbouring village pages.  

8. Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr. Dr. Murray reported the following:  

A survey was carried out in the Parish last year.  Responses collated; Visions 

and Objectives statement updated.  Professional review carried out by the 

Planning Consultant of the Plan which has been reviewed, now updating the 

phrasing of the document and collating information. 

The groundwork Grant to assist in the production of the Plan ran out in 

March 2022. Further application submitted for funding to complete the Plan 

and accepted. 

A community referendum on accepting the document will take place within 

the next 12 months. Volunteers are requested to assist in gathering 

evidence and carry out surveys. 

It is hoped that the documents will be part of the South Worcestershire 

Development Plan, which is a legal document. 

9. Village Hall Committee: No report received. 

10. Tree Warden report. 

Continual loss of Ash trees in the Parish due to Ash Dieback disease. No new 

planting of trees this past year although some residents have planted in 

their gardens. Loss of a Pear Tree in the Conservation area and advice given 

to the Parochial Church Council on proposed purchase of a Yew Tree. 

Work carried out: flowering cherry trees trimmed back; encouraging 

parishioners to plant trees in their gardens; there are not many sites in the 

Villages to plant trees on public land. 

11. Church Lench First School: No report received as publish frequently in the 

Arch Messenger which is circulated to all parishioners. 
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12. Lenches Sports & Recreation Club: Mr. Twist reported that the sports 

club is for the use of all who live in the Lenches and the wider community. 

Thanks to Danny Johnson who works 2-3 days each week on the land. 

Sports Club is doing well with the Cricket, Tennis and Football clubs 

flourishing. 

Amphitheatre Committee has been set up. It is hoped to have a grand 

opening 30th April 2023. 

13.  Lenches Social Club: No report received. 

14. Parochial Church Council (PCC): Following Covid 19 the Church is now open 

every day and normal services have been resumed. There is a [possibility of 

opening the Church one night a week – will experiment with this during the 

Summer. 

A Yew Tree in front of the Church has to be felled. The Tree Warden has 

taken cuttings of the Tree. Yew wood can be used for artistic features – 

when the tree is felled parishioners are welcome to have some. Please 

contact a member of the PCC. 

The next couple of years will be dealt with replacing some of the stonework. 

15. Matters raised by parishioners: Nil. 

 

Meeting closed at 7.45pm. 


