SOUTH LENCHES PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the Parish Council: Kate Lee
Email: clerk@southlenchesparishcouncil.org
Website: http://www.southlenchesparishcouncil.org/

DRAFT MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14™ JULY 2025

1. | Present: Clir Mr Seabourne (Chair), Clir Mrs Hodges, Clir Dr Murray, Clir Mrs Buxton, Miss Kate
Lee (Clerk), Clir Satinder Bell, Clir Mr Bennet and 2 members of the public

2. | To receive and approve apologies of absence. Clir Julia Tyrell - reasons for absence
accepted by Council

2. | Declarations of Interests:

4.1 Register of Interests — None

4.2 To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - None
4.3 To declare any Other Disclosable Interests -None

4.4 To consider any written Dispensations received - None

Public Question time:
Terry Bennett of Cookhill PC attended. Mr Bennett is Area lead for Neighbourhood Watch schemes and
has been involved in establishment and re-establishment of several in the area.

The residents asked questions about Neighbourhood Watch schemes including:
Do the Safer Team Liaison contacts share updates. Terry confirmed they do. However it can be
quite delayed though due to processes. Often the members of the public share the information
quicker.
Is there a dedicated wildlife crime officer for Hare coursing? There is a rural specialist officer
but we will ask about dedicated wildlife. Clir Mr Seabourne will also chase the rural newsletter
— it has been 12 months since last edition.
Clir Mrs Buxton noted there has been increase in police presence following pressure from the
council.
ClIr Satinder Bell noted that the police can provide smartwater to residents on request.

3. | To receive reports from County, District Clirs. And Police. We welcomed new Councillor
Satinder Bell. She is CMR for Health & Wellbeing. All government efforts going in to financial
situation and how things can be done differently to gain control. Restructure is also a focus for
the County Councill. Clir Bell is focused on trying to integrate into community, family hubs,
community care and health visitors to improve delivery of public health objectives. Has been in
touch with Church Lench primary school to see if they have any projects that require support.
This area is in a better situation than other areas but still plenty to do. They are working on a
Healthy Worcestershire programme initiative for people to join and come and do exercise, mainly
aimed at aging population. Clir Bell has been in touch with VH about booking for these sessions.
Clir Seabourne has been in touch about projects for young people and recreation and she is
happy to support. There are a lot of projects the council are trying to get to grips with. The
majority of budget being spent on social care and SEN across the board. Clir Hodges asked about
other priorities - Clir Bell is also focused at children initiatives. She is keen to meet local people
and get ideas about their issues and has been in touch with councillors at Wychavon about this.
Clir Seabourne mentions two needs — disabled access to the playground and aging piece of
equipment as immediate issues. Clir Bell has agreed a meeting at the playground to discuss.

Action: Clerk to chase for reports from police and District council next time.
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Councillor Terry Bennett in attendance as area lead for local neighbourhood watch schemes.
There has been a number of issues in the local community including a home invasion. Also fly
tipping, off-roading and hare coursing/lamping. Clir Bennett has approval to reform South
Lenches neighbourhood watch from West Mercia as of last Friday. There are already 12 existing
members which are likely from the last time it was formed. This list will be shared with Clir
Seabourne to advise which ones can be recontacted. Clir Bennett also has various collateral such
as flyers and introduction packs that he will share with the Parish Council. Finance — very little
expenditure but PC has covered this for Cookhill. SLPC will come back with proposal on who local
coordinator will be. ClIr Bell mentioned there might be some police commissioner budget available
— has been done before for Inkberrow. Communication — tends to be Facebook and Whatsapp
groups. ClIr Bell advises that we ask PCC about social media because criminals can get
information from there. Whatsapp advised as encrypted.

Action: Clir Seabourne and other councillors to suggest a local coordinator to support Clir Bennett
as area coordinator.

Action: ClIr Seabourne to contact Rhona Cresswell about the South Lenches Neighbourhood
Watch Facebook group

Action: Clerk to contact email service provider and request a new email address for
neighbourhood watch queries.

Minutes: It was proposed by Clir. Mrs. Hodges, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Buxton and resolved to approve
the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 12.06.2025

To receive Clerk report:

a) Lengthsman: Monthly worksheet review for April, May and June. Points raised about hours
and work completed. VARS still not working.
Action: ClIr Seabourne to discuss with Simon Skeyes.

b) Shape Worcestershire meeting: presentation from the evening has been shared. Funding
for projects likely to be reduced after devolution.

¢) VARS funding application. Quote has been requested and received.
Action: Clerk to submit application form with updated quote.

d) Request for clerk training through CALC. Approved to sum of £105.

To receive Clirs. reports:

a) Neighbourhood Plan update. (Cllr. Mrs. Hodges). No funding at all for neighbourhood
plans. Steering group has put together an action plan to get to Regulation 14 consultation
stage by September. Clir Mrs Hodgest has also spoken to Wychavon council who have
recommended carrying on as very close to end. Funding from the council is also being
relooked at by Wychavon. Cllr. Mrs Buxton asks about possibility of crowd funding from
residents.

Action: Clir Mrs Hodges to present paper on projected costs of total project at the
September parish council meeting.
Action: Clerk to request advice from CALC about legality of crowd funding
Action: Clir. Dr Murray to discuss funds from Bishampton solar farm with Charles
b) Pool/play area. (Clir. Mr. Seabourne). Nothing to report
c) Asset Inspection report. (provided in advance by Clir. Mrs. Tyrell). No issues.
Action: Clerk to message Adrian Hailwood to ask for keys for Croft noticeboard

d) Defibrillator. (Cllr. Mrs. Tyrell & Cllr. Mrs. Hodges). Checks have been carried out. Clir Dr
Murray raised point that defibrillator could be removed from asset register as Parish
Council have gifted it to Church Lench primary school.
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e) Streetcheck Crime reports.
Action: Clir Seabourne to register for these.

8. | Council Matters: to consider the following:

8.1| VE Day Grant. (Clir. Mr. Seabourne). Clir Seabourne proposed general funds, Clir Dr Murray
seconded, resolved.

8.2| ClIr Hailwood's replacement on staffing — Clir Dr Murray, Clir Mrs Buxton, Cllir Mr Seabourne and
Clir Mrs Hodges. Resolved.

8.3| Councillor vacancies — Currently 2 councillor vacancies.
Action: Clerk to advertise on Facebook and in next Arch messenger. Draft advert to be shared
with councillors prior.
Action: CllIr Seabourne to approach David Soderman a resident who has previously expressed
interest.

8.4| 2025/26 projects — Will need to pause any further projects in light of recent developments
concerning Neighbourhood Plan.

8.5| Resurfacing of VH drive — Multiple representations from pre-school and parishioners complaining
about state of drive.
Action: ClIr Seabourne to remind preschool to get in touch with Barry at Highways to discuss as
this is not a parish council issue.

9. | Finance.

9.1 | Payments approval — past payments No comments. Approved

9.2 | Any payments to approve.

9.3 | To approve bank reconciliation. Approved.

9.4 | To approve summary of accounts. Approved

10. | Planning Matters.

To note the following applications dealt with by delegation:

10. | a) W/25/01054/PIP Land At (Os 0261 5151), Low Road, Church Lench Proposal:

1 Construction of up to 4 dwellings. Comments: Objection - The proposed application site lies
outside the village development area and is a designated Green Space in the emerging
Neighbourhood Plan.

There have been approvals given for the building of 31 houses in Church Lench over that past
twelve months. This, despite their being no allocated housing need in the emerging SWDP. Even
relying on the current (outdated) SWDP, the number of approvals give in recent months far
exceeds the forecast housing allocation.
For these reasons the Parish Council cannot support the development. In the event that approval
is granted, either at Wychavon Planning Committee level or via appeal, we would stress the need
to protect the appearance of the area and reserve the right to object to any proposals at the
detailed planning submission stage which would have a detrimental impact on the landscape.
Application approved.
To note correspondence received from the Planning Authority:
10. | a)_W/25/00680/HP Bank House, Main Street, Church Lench, Evesham, WR11 4UE Proposal:
2 Proposed single storey rear extension and replacement Porch. Decision: Application

approved.
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b) W/23/00715/FUL.Mayfield, Atch Lench Road, Church Lench, Worcestershire WR11 4UG.
Proposal: Proposed 6 new build dwellings. Decision: Application approved
c) W/24/01367/PIP. Land off Low Road, Church Lench, Evesham, Worcester WR11 4UH
Proposal: Proposed 2 new build dwellings. Decision: Application approved
d) W/23/02605/FUL Land to the rear of Brock House, Low Road, Church Lench WR11 4UH.
Proposal: Proposed 9 new build dwellings. Decision: Application approved

SpringHill Farm — hard standing.
End of Orchard Close — Comments to be put forward about concern of size and scale and not
being in keeping with local architecture. In terms of emerging neighbourhood plan and SWDP.

Circulation: All members of the Parish Council; District and County Councillors.
Dated: Signed by the Clerk: K. Lee

#Meeting closed 8.42

Supporting notes to agenda for meeting July 2025.
Meeting notes with further information in Dropbox

link.

Agenda item 4 | Minutes of audit meeting held on 12.06.25

Agenda item 5a | Lengthsman worksheets for Apr-June

Agenda item 8 | Summary of payments and accounts for approval
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