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Minutes – meeting started 7.04pm 8th September 2025 

1. Present: Cllr Mr Seabourne (Chair), Cllr Mrs Hodges, Cllr Dr Murray, Cllr Mrs Buxton, Miss Kate 
Lee (Clerk), 
 

 

2. Declarations of Interests:  
4.1 Register of Interests – None 
4.2 To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests - None 
4.3 To declare any Other Disclosable Interests -None 
4.4 To consider any written Dispensations received - None 
 

 

Public Question time: None present 
 

3. To receive reports from County, District Cllrs. And Police. – District Councillor Ben 
Hurdman report: 
Rural Matters Advisory Panel 
The Rural Matters Advisory Panel received a presentation from Robert Stepniewski, Portfolio Lead 
in the Broadband and Connectivity Team and Ste Ashton, Digital Infrastructure and Connectivity 
Manager, Worcestershire Council on broadband speed and mobile reception in the rural areas and 
some of the innovative projects they have been involved in. I am pushing for them to improve 
both mobile signal and broadband connectivity in the villages and will continue to do so. 
 
Local Government Re-Organisation 
Wychavon councillors have unanimously backed creating a South Worcestershire Council as one 
of two new councils to run services in Worcestershire in future. 
Under government plans for Local Government Reorganisation, Wychavon, the five other district, 
borough, and city councils and Worcestershire County Council will be abolished on 1 April 2028. 
They will be replaced by either one single council for Worcestershire running all services, or two 
councils – one for the North and one for the South – with each authority responsible for all 
services for its part of the county. 
Consultants, funded by the Government, Mutual Ventures were asked to assess both options and 
the findings were presented to councillors at a meeting on Wednesday (3 September). The report 
included analysis of the Shape Worcestershire public engagement, which saw 57% of Wychavon 
residents back the two unitary option with only 22% preferring a single unitary. 
The assessment found while a single unitary council for all of Worcestershire could make 
significant savings, the North and South unitary council option would deliver more effective 
democratic representation, better meet local needs and empower effective community 
engagement. Concerns about having to break up large countywide services, like adult social care, 
could be dealt with through shared service arrangements like those used for regulatory services, 
planning and housing. 
During the debate, councillors expressed frustration with the Government for imposing 
reorganisation on the area and giving little time to plan properly for the changes. Concerns were 
raised about whether the proposed cost savings under a single unitary model were realistic, the 
impact on service quality and provision and Council Tax levels – which on average are lower in 
Wychavon, Worcester City and Malvern Hills. 
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A single council for Worcestershire would also mean there would be more than 6,000 residents 
per councillor, which it was felt would make elected representatives too remote from the people 
they served and may negatively impact relationships with parish and town councils. 
Councillors unanimously voted to recommend to the Government the creation of a South 
Worcestershire Council (Malvern Hills District, Worcester City and Wychavon Councils) along with 
a North Worcestershire Council (Bromsgrove District, Redditch Borough and Wyre Forest District 
Councils). Shared service arrangements will be used to avoid having to break up existing 
countywide services, unless better services can be delivered more locally. 
 
SWDPR 
On 25th June, the South Worcestershire Council received a letter from the Planning Inspectors 
setting out their interim thoughts on the SWDPR and the way forward for the examination (Exam 
99). It should be noted that the examination is not yet concluded and that the Inspectors’ 
comments are without prejudice to their final conclusions. 
The Inspectors’ interim findings broadly support the SWDPR subject to Main Modifications. They 
have raised concerns about the 5 year Housing Land Supply but recommend a pragmatic adoption 
approach to secure delivery across the plan period. Key allocations at Worcestershire Parkway and 
Rushwick are supported, while Throckmorton is to be treated as a future area of search. Mitton 
will be discussed at a further hearing session scheduled for 4th September 2025. 
The interim conclusion with regard to the 5 year Housing Land Supply is disappointing and, if 
maintained, would mean that planning applications for housing would still be the subject of 
decisions under the tilted balance provisions. The South Worcestershire Councils have already 
raised their concerns with regard to this and there has been an exchange of correspondence with 
the Planning Inspectors. In particular, further evidence in relation to the Worcester South urban 
extension site and its deliverability has been submitted for the Inspectors consideration. This site 
to the south of the city has outline planning approval, a committed landowner and a selected 
developer and as such, it is considered by the Councils that it can make a significant and robust 
contribution to the Councils’ 5 year Housing Land Supply. 
On the 16th July As requested by the Inspectors, the Councils also provided additional evidence in 
support of the proposed allocation at Mitton (SWDPR 54) – this related to transportation impacts 
and ecology (a breeding curlew survey). 
On the 21st July the Inspectors responded to the additional evidence provided by the Councils on 
housing supply and the Worcester South allocation in particular (Exam 99C). This response was 
positive and included the statement that “Given the changes in circumstances with this significant 
site, we will take into account the new evidence in deciding whether the Worcester South site 
should be considered as being deliverable in terms of the NPPF and PPG, and if so, the number of 
dwellings to be included in the five-year housing land supply”. 
On the 23rd July Inspectors issued further Matters, Issues and Queries (MIQs) with regard to 
housing supply and the Worcester South allocation as well as the Mitton allocation. The deadline 
for responses is 26th August with a a further Virtual Hearing session on these matters alone to be 
held on the 4th September. 
Finally, officers are continuing to prepare the final Main Modifications to the SWDPR to be 
provided to the Inspectors in August prior to anticipated public consultation in the Autumn. 
All the latest news, evidence and representations can be viewed on the examination webpage. 
https://www.localplanservices.co.uk/swdpreview 
 
Strategic Sites 
As outlined above the Main Modifications for all four of the strategic sites (Worcestershire 
Parkway, Throckmorton, Rushwick and Mitton) are being progressed. 
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The additional information and technical notes for Mitton were submitted to the Inspectors on the 
16th July as requested. The additional information relates to transportation issues (including 
Junction 9 of the M5) and ecology (breeding curlew surveys). 
Work on the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for Worcestershire Parkway is progressing. 
There is also on-going engagement with Homes England regarding the site and it is also 
anticipated that the New Towns Task Force will be reporting on their findings shortly. 
The final session of the public examination phase of the SWDPR took place last week on 
Thursday, 4 September 2025. It looked at outstanding issues related to Mitton, provision for 
housing and Five Year Housing Land Supply (5YHLS). 
Since the Inspectors’ initial comments, we have provided them with further evidence regarding 
the 5YHLS, as well as responses to other matters raised. 
 
WCC Public Right of Way Improvement Plan consultation 
Work has begun to update Worcestershire County Council’s Rights of Way Improvement Plan. 
This plan sets out how the Public Rights of Way network can meet the needs of the public, now 
and in the future. 
They have also set up a public online survey, which they are encouraging residents of 
Worcestershire to complete. 
There is also a specific questionnaire for parish councils to complete. 
The questionnaire is available at: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/RoWIPengage 
The consultation closes at midnight on 26th October 2025. 
 
 Action: Clerk to share survey on Facebook for public rights of way.  
Action: Clerk to summarise survey for councillors response before consultation closes.  

 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting: Approved 
 

   5. To receive Clerk report: 
a) VARS / Lengthsmen – VARS is still not working intermittently. 

Cllr Seabourne had a meeting with Highways. They have agreed pole is in correct position 
and are looking into funding opportunities. Application to PCC should include council 
contribution – budget has £327 available for this.  
Action: Cllr Mr. Seabourne and Clerk to look at both funding options (Satinder and PCC) 

 

   6. To receive Cllrs. reports: 
a) Neighbourhood Plan update (Cllr. Mrs Hodges) covered under finance item 8.1.b 
b) Pool/play area,. (Cllr. Mr. Seabourne). Requires 100 word proposal plus quotes. One 

quote, waiting on 2 this week. Decision will be required by the council. Jonathan 
Hazlewood is keeping areas neat and tidy, good reporting.  

c) Asset Inspection report. (Cllr. Mrs. Tyrell). No change. Croft noticeboard may require new 
back board soon.  
Action: Cllr Tyrell to take photo of number of pool noticeboard lock to locksmith as still no 
access.  

d) Streetcheck Crime reports. (Cllr. Mr. Seabourne). Some incidents were not ones we are 
aware of.  
Action: Cllr Mr. Seabourne to review  
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   7. Council Matters: to consider the following: 

  7.1 Worcestershire County Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan Survey – submission required Oct 
Action: Clerk to summarise and share with councillors for comment 

7.2 Neighbourhood Watch update since July meeting – Cllr Bennett has been sharing updates from 
the Neighbourhood Watch newsletter. 
Action: Cllr Mr Seabourne to contact the previous local leader of Neighbourhood Watch and ask if 
continued interest in the position. 
Action: Clerk to advertise on Facebook and Arch Messenger for volunteers.  

7.3 Lengthsmen work and VARS intermittent issues – dealt with above under clerk report, item no. 
5a. 

7.4 Councillor vacancies – received an application. Councillors agree David Soderman to be co opted. 
Action: Clerk to send paperwork  

 

8. Finance. 

8.1 To consider: 
a) Website hosting invoice for 2024/25 for approval – approved  
b) Neighbourhood Plan – BACKGROUND 

You will be aware that prior to June 2025, the Government provided support funding for 
Neighbourhood Plan development via a local government organisation called Locality. In 
June 2025, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government announced that 
this funding was withdrawn. Since our last Parish Council meeting, Wychavon District 
Council has confirmed that they intend to provide funding for Parish Councils to complete 
Neighbourhood Plans (replacing previous funding from Locality.) It is their belief that 
Neighbourhood Plans continue to play an important role in the development of local 
housing and recognition of local communities’ needs. 
We formally apply via an Expression of Interest form. It is unclear if the maximum funds 
available of £10,000 take into account previous Grants given since 2015 or only last year 
(2024 / 25). The wording on the Expression of Interest form is ambiguous. 
REQUEST 
If it is the case that all the years of previous grants (from 2015) are taken into 
consideration, the maximum funding from Wychavon for which we are eligible is £1,364 
(by my calculations) 
If it is the case that only last year’s grant is taken into consideration the maximum funding 
for which we are eligible is £8,740 (by my calculations) 
The spreadsheet details the overall proposed project costs to completion at £3,260. If 
Wychavon provides us with the minimum grant (by my calculations) we will still be short 
of funds to reach our Neighbourhood Plan completion - amounting to £1,896 
Therefore, I am requesting funds from the Parish Council reserves to a maximum of 
£2,000 to cover the activities as detailed in the spreadsheet and enable the 
Neighbourhood Plan project to be completed during 2026. 
Action: Decision to be given at the next council meeting in November following update 
from Wychavon. 

c) Clerk pay scales for 2025/2026 – new scale adopted.  
d) To approve payments. Approved 
e) To approve summary of accounts to 28.08.25 - Approved 

 

9. Planning Matters. 

 9.1 To note the following applications dealt with by delegation: 
W/25/01563/PIP Hill View Farm, Church Lench. Proposal: Permission in Principle for conversion 

http://www.southlenchesparishcouncil.org/


SOUTH LENCHES PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to the Parish Council: Kate Lee 

Email: clerk@southlenchesparishcouncil.org 
Website: http://www.southlenchesparishcouncil.org/ 

 

 
SLPC – Agenda. 

 
5 

 

of barn into 1 residential dwelling Comments: Objection - Over the past 24 months, members of 
the parish council have witnessed the construction of the property in question. It was initially built 
using brick construction and featured windows and skylights. However, during the past 12 
months, the entire structure—including the windows and skylights—has been covered with 
wooden siding. 
 
To the best of our knowledge, the building has never been used for agricultural purposes. We 
therefore believe that the entire development scheme is an attempt to circumvent established 
planning regulations. 
 
Furthermore, the proposed development is situated outside the designated Church Lench 
Development Area, raising further concerns about its appropriateness. 
 
Given that the residential building was constructed prior to being obscured by cladding, we 
strongly suggest that the Planning Officer conducts a thorough visual inspection of the property to 
verify these observations. 

9.2 To note correspondence received from the Planning Authority: 
a) W/25/01319/HP Broadeaves, Main St, Church Lench. Proposal:Two storey front extension, 
dormer window to rear, installation of rooflights. Decision pending. 
b) W/25/00964/FUL Tall Trees, Low Road, Church Lench, Evesham. Proposal: Demolition of 
existing dwelling and construction of a new dwelling and associated works. Decision: 
Application refused. 

 
Meeting closed: 8.37pm 

Circulation:  All members of the Parish Council; District and County Councillors. 
  
Dated:  19th September 2025                                                      Signed by the Clerk:   K. Lee           

                  
Supporting notes to agenda for meeting September 2025. 

 Meeting notes with further information in 
Dropbox link. 

 

Agenda No: 4 Minutes of the meeting held on 08.07.24. For approval. 

Agenda No: 7.3 Lengthsmen worksheets for July & August For approval 

Agenda No: 8.1 Summary of accounts and payments summary.   For approval. 

Agenda No: 8.1 Pay scale information For review 

Agenda No: 8.1 Website hosting invoice For approval 
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